MY CRIMINAL PAST	p
in the movement by bringing over die President and
chief party leaders of the third Duma for a visit to
England, which was followed by a return visit of repre-
sentative Englishmen to Russia in 1912 ; committees
were set up on the two sides for developing unofficial
connections of every kind, and the Russian committee
was practically the leaders of the Duma. Meanwhile
I had, in 1907, started the School of Russian Studies in
Liverpool University, of which the task was to bring
that vast one-sixth of the world under the rules and
standards of university study; it conducted a Russian
Review, to be continued after the War as a Slavonic
Review, and between them they now run into over fifty
fat volumes, with first-hand contributions by the best
scholars in both countries on almost every subject. The
time of the War I spent almost wholly in Russia with the
Russian Army, where I completed, with the help of
private soldiers instead of a dictionary, my translation
of that Bible of peasant wisdom, the fables of Krylov.
Throughout I kept independent of all parties in both
countries, carrying this so far as never to vote at an
election ; but, of course, as I was working throughout
for the Russian people and not for the Russian Govern-
ment, I was working for liberty, which I saw advancing
all the way up to the War. In the War itself a loyal
Englishman naturally had a party, namely, England.
When I saw the revolution actually on its road, namely,
in October 1916, I did indeed do my best to keep out
of it by going up straight to. the army, where I was when
it took place. But what followed complicated the posi-
tion for me terribly. Russian party conditions were all
bound up with the dominating question, whether
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